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speare git his best? though the structure of the play, awk-
wardly broken by an interval of sixteen years betweer
Acts in and rv, is unequal. In The Tempest he achieved
what some competent critics regard as -his final and
greatest play. In its poetry Shakespeare reached the
.. farthest limits possible to the English language in expres-
sion and solemn music. The thought is still packed, but
no longer obscure, the verse free but perfectly, controlled.
The English language, unlike Latin, is not suited for pre-
cise utterance: it has too many little monosyllables which
are necessary to modify its meanings. A Roman could.
express-in. a single word every mood and. tense of love by
.. conjugating *amo.' An Englishman must add his '.'I would'
or.' 'I might hetve been.7 Shakespeare in The Tempest
showed what could be done, even with English,

. In the later speeches he reached' his final mastery over
words. The meaning is clear, the thought deep, the emo-
tional music perfect:

You do look, my son, in a mov'd sort,

As if you were dismay Jd: be cheerful sir,

Our revels now are ended: these our actors

(As I foretold you) were all spirits, and

Are melted into air, into thin air,

And like the baseless fabric of this -vision

The cloud-capp'd Towers, the gorgeous Palaces,

The solemn Temples, the great Globe itself,

Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve,

And like this insubstantial pageant faded

Leave not a rack behind: we are such stuff

As dreams are made on; and our little life

Is rounded with a sleep: sir, I am vex'd,

Bear with my weakness, my old brain is troubled: